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Amendments to th e Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A fireplace including an air filter, the fireplace comprising: 

a combustion chamber enclosure having at least top, bottom and rear panels and defining 
a combustion chamber for the combustion of fuel; 

an outer enclosure including a plurality of panels that define an inner volume sized to 
receive the combustion chamber enclosure, the plurality of panels being positioned relative to the 
enclosure to form a plenum defining an air passage that extends around an outer surface of at 
least the top, bottom and rear panels of the combustion chamber enclosure, the air passage 
having an air intake into the air passage and an air exhaust out of the air passage; and 

a filter disposed within the air passage below the combusti™ c. t^mher t» 1i™it th* 
exposure of the filter to heat gener ated in the c ombustion chamber: 

wherein the fireplace is configured for the flow of intake air into the air passage through 
the air inlet thereby causing the intake air to pass through the filter to remove airborne 
contaminants from the intake air, and is configured for exhausting the filtered intake air out of 
the air passage through the air exhaust. 

2-25. (cancelled) 

26. (previously presented) The fireplace of claim 1, further comprising a blower configured 
to draw intake air into the air passage and force intake air out of the air passage. 

27. (previously presented) The fireplace of claim 1, further comprising a sterilizer 
configured to sterilize the intake air in the air passage. 
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28. (Currently Amended) A method of filtering air using a heating appliance, the heating 
appliance including a combustion chamber enclosure, an outer enclosure, a filter, and an air 
plenum having an air intake and an air exhaust, the method comprising the steps of: 

disposing the combustion chamber enclosure at least partially within the outer enclosure; 

arranging the plenum between the combustion chamber enclosure and the outer enclosure 
with the air intake positioned vertically below the combustion chamber enclosure and the air 
exhaust positioned vertically above the combustion chamber enclosure; 

disposing the filter within the plenum, the Qfrer disposed on a heat shield placed between 
t fr e combustkm chamber and the filte r to protect the filter fr^m heat genera ted in the combustion 
chamber; and 

drawing intake air into the plenum through the air intake, passing the intake air only 
through the plenum, and exhausting the intake air out of the plenum through the exhaust outlet, 
whereby the intake air is filtered by the filter. 

29. (previously presented) The method of claim 28, wherein the heating appliance further 
includes a blower, and the method further comprises drawing in and exhausting intake air with 
the blower. 

30. (previously presented) The method of claim 28, wherein the heating appliance further 
includes an air sterilizer, and the method further includes positioning the air sterilizer within the 
plenum and sterilizing the intake air. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of filtering air in a heating appliance, the heating 
appliance including a combustion chamber enclosure, an outer enclosure, an air plenum, and a 
filter, the method comprising the steps of: 

positioning the combustion chamber enclosure at least partially within the outer 
enclosure; 

positioning the plenum in its entirety between the combustion chamber enclosure and the 
outer enclosure; 
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positioning the filter within the plenum and spaced vertically below the combustion 
chamber to limit the exposure of the filter to heat generated in the combu stion chamtep 
drawing air into the plenum as intake air; and 

moving the intake air through the filter thereby filtering the intake air. 

32. (Currently Amended) A fireplace including an air filter, the fireplace comprising: 

a combustion chamber enclosure defining a combustion chamber for the combustion of 

fuel; 

an outer enclosure defining an inner volume sized to receive the combustion chamber 
enclosure; 

a plenum disposed in its entirety between the combustion chamber enclosure and the 
outer enclosure and defining an airflow path; and 

a filter disposed within the plenum at a position along the airflow path between inlet and 
outlets to the plenum, wherein the inlet and outlets to the plenum are fluidly separated from the 
combustion chamber; 

a heat shield placed between the co mbustion chamber and th e filter t wherein the hq at 
shield protects the fifter from heat generated in the c ombustion chamYpr- 

wherein the fireplace is configured to draw air into the plenum as intake air, move intake 
air through the filter to filter the intake air, and exhaust the filtered air out of the plenum. 

33. (Currently Amended) A heating appliance, comprising: 

a combustion chamber enclosure having at least top, bottom and rear panels and defining 
a combustion chamber for the combustion of fuel; 

an outer enclosure including a plurality of panels that define an inner volume sized to 
receive the combustion chamber enclosure, the plurality of panels being positioned relative to the 
enclosure to form a plenum defining an air passage around at least the top, bottom and rear 
panels of the combustion chamber enclosure, the air passage having an air intake into the plenum 
that is positioned vertically below the bottom panel and an air exhaust out of the plenum that is 
positioned vertically above the top panel; 

a fiftep-sterilization system disposed within the air passage; and 
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a blower disposed in the plenum below the bottom panel, the blower being configured to 
draw intake air into the air passage through the air intake and force air out of the air passage 
through the air exhaust; 

wherein whenair moving through the air passage from the air inlet to the air exhaust 
passes through the fife^sterilization system the sterilization system to ramov e -incapacitates 
airborne contaminants fremr-in_the air. 

34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Previously Presented) The fireplace of claim 1 , wherein the air passage is positioned 
outside of the combustion chamber. 

37. (Previously Presented) The fireplace of claim 1, wherein air passage is configured and 
arranged to isolate air passing through the air passage from passing through the combustion 
chamber. 

38. (Previously Presented) The fireplace of claim 1 , wherein the combustion chamber 
enclosure further includes a front panel, the front panel configured to prevent the flow of air into 
or out of the air passage from passing into the combustion chamber. 

39. (Previously Presented) The fireplace of claim 32, further comprising a front panel 
mounted to a vertically oriented front surface of the combustion chamber enclosure, wherein the 
front panel comprises a transparent material that provides viewing into the combustion chamber, 
and the front panel prevent fluids within the combustion chamber from entering into the plenum. 

40. (New) The fireplace of claim 33 further comprising a secondary air path disposed within 
the plenum, the secondary air path comprising at least one air duct wherein air is drawn into the 
at least one air duct by at least one blower, the sterilization system disposed within the at least 
one air duct. 
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